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that have no place in the law books of
a free society.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 179—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 2, 2017,
AS “NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS DAY” AND JUNE

2017 AS “NATIONAL GUN VIO-
LENCE AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.

FRANKEN, Mr. COONS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CARPER, and Mr.
KAINE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 179

Whereas, each year, more than—

(1) 32,000 people in the United States are
killed and 80,000 are injured by gunfire;

(2) 11,000 people in the United States are
killed in homicides involving firearms;

(3) 21,000 people in the United States com-
mit suicide by using firearms; and

(4) 500 people in the United States are
killed in accidental shootings;

Whereas, since 1968, more people have died
from guns in the United States than on the
battlefields of all the wars in the history of
the United States;

Whereas, by 1 count, in 2016 in the United
States there were—

(1) 384 mass shooting incidents in which
not fewer than 4 people were Kkilled or
wounded by gunfire; and

(2) 48 incidents in which a gun was fired in
a school;

Whereas gun violence typically escalates
during the summer months;

Whereas, every 70 minutes, 1 individual in
the United States under 25 years of age dies
because of gun violence and more than 6,300
such individuals die annually, including
Hadiya Pendleton, who, in 2013, was killed at
15 years of age while standing in a Chicago
park; and

Whereas, on June 2, 2017, on what would
have been Hadiya Pendleton’s 20th birthday,
people across the United States will recog-
nize National Gun Violence Awareness Day
and wear orange in tribute to Hadiya and
other victims of gun violence and their loved
ones: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports—

(A) the designation of June 2017 as ‘‘Na-
tional Gun Violence Awareness Month’ and
the goals and ideals of that month; and

(B) the designation of June 2, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Gun Violence Awareness Day’’ in re-
membrance of the victims of gun violence;
and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to—

(A) promote greater awareness of gun vio-
lence and gun safety;

(B) wear orange, the color that hunters
wear to show that they are not targets, on
June 2;

(C) concentrate heightened attention on
gun violence during the summer months,
when gun violence typically increases; and

(D) bring citizens and community leaders
together to discuss ways to make commu-
nities safer.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  180—CON-
DEMNING THE VIOLENCE
AGAINST PEACEFUL PRO-

TESTERS OUTSIDE THE TURKISH
AMBASSADOR’S RESIDENCE ON
MAY 16, 2017, AND CALLING FOR
THE PERPETRATORS TO BE
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE AND
MEASURES TO BE TAKEN TO
PREVENT SIMILAR INCIDENTS IN
THE FUTURE

Mr. MARKEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 180

Whereas, on May 16, 2017, President Donald
J. Trump hosted President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey, a longstanding NATO
ally, for an official meeting at the White
House to discuss counterterrorism coopera-
tion and bilateral issues;

Whereas, on the evening of May 16, 2017,
over two dozen protesters gathered outside
of the Turkish Ambassador’s residence in
Washington, DC, to demonstrate opposition
to Turkish government policies;

Whereas after hours of peaceful protest, vi-
olence erupted when pro-Erdogan supporters
and individuals from the Turkish Embassy
grounds pushed past District of Columbia po-
lice officers to brutally attack the dem-
onstrators;

Whereas those Turkish officials blatantly
suppressed the First Amendment rights of
United States citizens, and multiple armed
Turkish security officials beat, kicked, and
choked unarmed demonstrators;

Whereas multiple video recordings of the
violence and reports by the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department of the District of Columbia
and the Department of State confirm that
the demonstrators did not instigate the vio-
lence;

Whereas at least 11 individuals were seri-
ously injured in the ensuing brawl, with two
individuals requiring immediate hospitaliza-
tion;

Whereas two armed Turkish security offi-
cers attached to a security detail were de-
tained at the scene for physically assaulting
Federal agents;

Whereas those two Turkish security offi-
cers were later released and subsequently al-
lowed to leave the United States because
they held Derived Head of State immunity;

Whereas the Department of State did not
request that Turkey waive the immunity for
these two security officers in order to fully
investigate the assault prior to their being
released from custody;

Whereas a joint criminal investigation
into the incident is ongoing with the com-
bined efforts of the Washington Metropolitan
Police Department, the United States Secret
Service, and the Department of State Diplo-
matic Security Service;

Whereas at no point
Erdogan in danger;

Whereas immunity for diplomatic per-
sonnel and certain other foreign officials is a
core principle of international law, as is the
right to protest peacefully and freely in the
United States;

Whereas this is the third instance of vio-
lence perpetrated by members of Turkish
President Erdogan’s security detail in the
United States;

Whereas in 2011, a brawl erupted in the
halls of the United Nations General Assem-
bly between members of Turkish President
Erdogan’s security detail and United Nations
security officers, resulting in one United Na-
tions security officer being hospitalized due
to serious injuries;

was President
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Whereas in 2016, members of Turkish Presi-
dent Erdogan’s security detail engaged in
unwarranted violence against journalists re-
porting on an event at the Brookings Insti-
tution;

Whereas Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said on May 21, 2017, that the violence out-
side the Turkish Embassy was ‘‘outrageous’
and ‘‘simply unacceptable’’; and

Whereas the right to assembly, peaceful
protest, and freedom of speech are essential
and protected rights in the United States:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the rights to peacefully assemble and
freely express one’s views are essential to
the fabric of American democracy;

(2) the Turkish security forces acted in an
unprofessional and brutal manner, reflecting
poorly on President Erdogan and the Govern-
ment of Turkey:;

(3) any Turkish security officials who di-
rected, oversaw, or participated in efforts by
Turkish security forces to illegally suppress
peaceful protests on May 16, 2017, should be
charged and prosecuted under United States
law;

(4) the United States Secret Service and
the Diplomatic Security Service of the De-
partment of State should review this inci-
dent and confirm with the Turkish National
Police the standards expected by visiting se-
curity details to prevent future violent inci-
dents;

(5) the Department of State should imme-
diately request the waiver of immunity of
any Turkish security detail official engaged
in any assault in the United States prior to
release of that individual from custody;

(6) the Department of State should conduct
a review of its own security procedures to de-
termine how to mitigate the likelihood of
such an event in the future;

(7) the United States respect for free
speech requires officials of the United States
to speak out against such incidents; and

(8) the United States should take steps to
strengthen freedoms for the press and civil
society in countries such as Turkey, and
combat efforts by foreign leaders to suppress
free and peaceful protest in their own coun-
tries.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 181—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 21
THROUGH MAY 27, 2017, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Ms.
HARRIS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 181

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
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